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Goals
The [taxonomy guide title] is intended to provide an in-depth understanding of the [name of taxonomy]. This document will explain the structure of the taxonomy, indicate the way in which the taxonomy represents and validates data, and explore how the XBRL transport model operates. This document is meant to be read by [taxonomy software developers/taxonomy developers] or others interested in the structure of the taxonomy. Before reading this document, readers should be familiar with [list and explain any prior knowledge or experience that would be beneficial to readers].
Revision History
This document is subject to periodic revision. [Describe the relevant revision history and the governance process as it pertains to taxonomy and documentation updates.]
Introduction to the Taxonomy and an Overview of XBRL
The [name of taxonomy] was designed to [succinctly state what the taxonomy’s overall purpose is. Discuss the types of data the taxonomy is meant to represent and transport and explore the taxonomy’s role in the overall information supply chain of the industry or business sector].
The following XBRL Overview has been provided to aid readers less familiar with XBRL in understanding its constructs and usages. Readers who already have a working knowledge of XBRL may skip this section or briefly skim it to refresh their comprehension.
[Include the XBRL Overview. A pre-written template has been provided by XBRL US and is located in Appendix D of the Taxonomy Development Guide].
Scope
This taxonomy was developed to [describe the taxonomy’s functional requirements]. Uses cases were also considered during the development process. [List and explore the most relevant use cases that helped shape the taxonomy]. There were also non-functional and regulatory requirements, including [discuss any relevant non-functional or regulatory requirements that influenced the taxonomy].
Key Features and Structure
The following topics should be considered and understood by readers before engaging with the taxonomy structure. 
Basic Structure
The taxonomy contains [explain the general size of the taxonomy, such as the number of concepts, entry points, presentations, etc.].
Other Standards
[Indicate what other standards may provide a basis for or be integrated into the taxonomy. Indicate if any government or non-governmental regulations impact this taxonomy on an ongoing basis.]
Extensibility
Extensibility refers to the ability of taxonomy users (most often preparers) to incorporate custom concepts, custom data types, or define their own use of XBRL dimensions. [Indicate if extensibility is permitted by the reporting system and under what conditions and circumstances. Indicate the limitations to extensibility and required documentation that must accompany the changes, if any. If extensibility is not allowed, state this and indicate the reasoning behind this decision.]
Accessibility
The taxonomy is [open source/not open source] and can be accessed through [discuss the ways in which the taxonomy can be accessed by users. Also discuss any restrictions concerning its use].
The Transport Data Model
The following section describes the data model represented by the [name of taxonomy].
[Suggested key points to discuss:
· the purpose of the transport model
· the functional requirements, non-functional requirements, use cases, and regulatory standards (if applicable) that influenced the transport model. This topic is particularly important and should be discussed in depth, relating these points to the purpose of the taxonomy
· the meaning of data within the context of other data
· how the transport model may intersect with other data models relevant to the industry (a graphic concerning the reporting environment’s data supply chain may be included)
· how the transport model is self-describing and predictable to ensure both human and machine readability] 
Detailed Review of the Taxonomy
This section will provide an in-depth walkthrough of [name of taxonomy], covering both its structure and content. This detailed information will explore how to use the taxonomy to create and process XBRL data.
Taxonomy Physical Structure
The [name of taxonomy] is structured in such a manner as to represent the transport data model and achieve the goals of being self-describing and maintaining consistent interpretability. 
[Suggested key points to discuss:
· the overall structure of the taxonomy, leading into a more detailed description of the taxonomy’s sections
· presentations and entry points and how they relate to the data the transport model must represent. Separate sections for each presentation/entry point may be desirable]
· if reporting system is open or closed. If open, how and to what extent can preparers extend the taxonomy
Concepts
Concepts represent the basic unit of information in [name of taxonomy].
[Key points to discuss:
· taxonomy concepts and how they relate to common information in the industry, field, or sector
· how concepts relate to the presentations, entry points, and tables
· how concept labels relate to concept use and interpretation
· the difference between concept core dimensions and abstract concepts]

Dimensions
Properly representing the dimensionality of the data is a key facet of XBRL. [name of taxonomy] makes use taxonomy-defined dimensions, which are abstract groupings of concepts, to create dimensional structures, such as tables.


[Key points to discuss:
· the taxonomy’s tables (if the taxonomy contains many tables, group similar tables to limit the amount of redundant text). Separate sections for each table/table group may be desirable
· For each table, discuss: 
· how the table’s dimensionality represents data, including line items and axes 
· the members of the taxonomy-defined dimensions and what they represent
· typed versus explicit dimensions and why one or the other was chosen]
Calculations (Optional)
Calculations link concepts in additive mathematical relationships, which aid in interpretability and validation of those concepts’ values. The following calculations are used in [name of taxonomy]:
· [Discuss any calculations and how they support the mathematical interpretation and validation of these facts. Separate sections for each calculation/group of calculations may be desirable if the calculations are complex]
Formulas (Optional)
Formulas link concepts in mathematical and other relationships, which aid in interpretability and validation of those concepts’ values. The following formulas are used in [name of taxonomy]:
· [Discuss any formulas and how they support the mathematical interpretation and/or validation of these facts. Separate sections for each formula/group of formulas may be desirable if the formulas are complex]
Data Types and Units
The properties of a concept define the type of data that concept represents. These data types aid in using the concepts, organizing their values, and in validating that the correct kind of data has been used in those concepts’ facts. Therefore, a taxonomy’s data types are extremely important. The following data types are used in [name of taxonomy]:
[bookmark: _Hlk14689317][Suggested key points to discuss:
· the common, standard XBRL data types used in the taxonomy (a table may be useful, or readers can be directed to external resources for more information on standard XBRL data types)
· any extended and/or custom data types and how they should be used]
Cross-use of Concepts (Optional)
Concepts can be used in multiple different tables and presentations when the same type of fact must be represented in various locations in an XBRL Report. Within [name of taxonomy], this occurs [explain the cross-use of concepts and the locations where examples can be found. Emphasize care when using/interpreting these concepts].
Taxonomy References (Optional)
Often times pre-existing references and standards are used in the development of a new taxonomy. In the case of [name of taxonomy], the following information influenced the development process:
[Key points to discuss:
· any domain-specific standards used in the taxonomy and how these apply to the current taxonomy
· any development or usage implications arising from these outside references and/or standards]
Linkbase Types
Linkbases are XML-formatted documents that define the relationships among the concepts of [name of taxonomy]. There are multiple types of linkbases, such as presentation and calculation linkbases, and some of these have already been discussed ([references to these relevant sections]). Additionally, [label/definition/reference] linkbases are key to using and understanding [name of taxonomy].
[Key points to discuss:
· how arcs/arcroles within a linkbase define the relationships between concepts 
· any linkbase that has not been previously documented. For those that must be discussed, a separate section is advisable for each type]
Transport Format and Instance Preparation
The Preparer Guide ([link to the Preparer Guide for this taxonomy]) provides a more in-depth discussion of the [name of taxonomy]’s transport format and the ways in which preparers can use the taxonomy to create XBRL reports. However, a few points are of interest here.
[Key points to discuss:
· which transport format has been chosen and why
· a general description of the process to create instance documents and any effects the transport format has on that process
· any supporting document creation or transmission systems
Sample transmission format descriptions:
XBRL as XML — With XBRL as XML, or eXtensible Mark-up Language, instance data is stored in XML format as dictated by the XBRL 2.1 Specifications. In the instance document, data is tagged using elements and attributes defined in the taxonomy XML schema. XBRL reports created in XML are generally not human readable. 
Inline XBRL — Inline XBRL (iXBRL) allows the instance data to be embedded in an XHTML document. This is iXBRL’s principal advantage, that machine readable data is located right within the human readable report. Schema and linkbase requirements are the same as with XML.
JSON — JSON, or JavaScript Object Notation, is a text format that provides for the expression of complex structured data. A number of programming languages will natively create and read JSON. [Extensions in the instance document require an accompanying schema (extension taxonomy) be created in XML to accompany the JSON file.]
CSV — CSV (Comma Separated Values or comma delimited) is a text format that uses commas to separate discrete values. Files must be formatted in a specific manner with companion information to connect key XBRL structural data. CSV is a good option for reporting highly structured information where only the data change from report to report. [Extensions in the instance document require an accompanying schema (extension taxonomy) be created in XML to accompany the CSV file.]
Using Validation
Validation is key to data integrity and usability. The [name of taxonomy] provides numerous methods of implementing data quality standards.
[Key points to discuss:
· mandatory minimum dataset
· data types restricting data as a means of XBRL-inherent validation
· calculations/formulas/other definitions that provide relationships that help validate facts. Ensure that readers are aware that this validation is not natively supplied by XBRL; it must be implemented through XBRL software
· external regulatory/data quality frameworks and requirements
· any other topics relevant to data validation (industry specific standards, etc.)
Software Development
[Indicate if third-party software development is allowed for the taxonomy. If it is not, clearly state this. If it is, the following points may be relevant:
· identify the most likely needs for software solutions concerning the taxonomy (guiding preparers, helping consumers extract and analyze data, etc.)
· discuss the resources available for software developers].
References and Other Resources
The following references were used in developing and documenting this taxonomy: [list any relevant supporting information, including general resources provided by XBRL US as necessary]. Taxonomy users may find these resources helpful in providing more information about XBRL, the taxonomy itself, and the industry standards that influenced the taxonomy’s design.
Readers may also consult the Preparer Guide and Data Consumer Guide for [name of taxonomy], which are available [provide methods of accessing these documents].
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