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Goals
The [data consumer guide title] explores [name of taxonomy] and the various common applications of the data contained in the taxonomy. This document will offer a brief overview of XBRL and the structure of the [name of taxonomy], indicate the way in which the taxonomy represents the data necessary in an XBRL report, and discuss uses cases associated with the data. This document is meant to be read by [analysts/regulators] or others who are interested in understanding [name of taxonomy] and how to use the data it transports to accomplish different goals. Before reading this document, readers should be familiar with [list and explain any prior knowledge or experience that would be beneficial to readers].
Revision History
This document is subject to periodic revision. [Describe the relevant revision history and the governance process as it pertains to taxonomy and documentation updates.] 
Why Use Cases Are Important
In its simplest form, a use case is a specific situation in which a product, service, or information can be used to achieve a goal. Use cases define how individuals interact with a system, like [name of taxonomy]. They therefore aided in defining the taxonomy’s goals and requirements, and they influenced how data in an XBRL taxonomy is structured.  [Discuss briefly the relevant use cases and why understanding them is important. Mention how these use cases further the goals of the industry, regulatory agencies, internal review, or any other relevant goal].
Introduction to the Taxonomy and an Overview of XBRL
The [name of taxonomy] was designed to [succinctly state what the taxonomy’s overall purpose is. Discuss the types of data the taxonomy is meant to represent and transport and explore the taxonomy’s role in the overall information supply chain of the industry or business sector. Discuss any relevant regulatory requirements that XBRL reports created using the taxonomy satisfy].
The following XBRL Overview has been provided to aid readers less familiar with XBRL in understanding its constructs and usages. Readers who already have a working knowledge of XBRL may skip this section or briefly skim it to refresh their comprehension.
[Include the XBRL Overview. A pre-written template has been provided by XBRL US and is located in Appendix D of the Taxonomy Development Guide].
Review of the Taxonomy
This section will provide an in-depth walkthrough of [name of taxonomy], covering both its structure and content. This detailed information will explore how to use the taxonomy to create and process XBRL data.
Taxonomy Physical Structure
The [name of taxonomy] is structured in such a manner as to represent the transport data model and achieve the goals of being self-describing and maintaining consistent interpretability. 
[Suggested key points to discuss:
· the overall structure of the taxonomy, leading into a more detailed description of the taxonomy’s sections
· presentations and entry points and how they relate to the data the transport model must represent. Separate sections for each presentation/entry point may be desirable, particularly if they are organized by use case]
Concepts
Concepts represent the basic unit of information in [name of taxonomy].
[Key points to discuss:
· taxonomy concepts and how they relate to common information in the industry, field, or sector
· how concepts relate to the presentations, entry points, and tables
· how labels influence the interpretability and use of concepts
· the difference between concept core dimensions and abstract concepts]
Dimensions
[name of taxonomy] makes use of taxonomy-defined dimensions, which are abstract groupings of concepts, to create dimensional structures, such as tables.
[Key points to discuss:
· the taxonomy’s tables (if the taxonomy contains many tables, group similar tables to limit the amount of redundant text). Separate sections for each table/table group may be desirable
· For each table, discuss: 
· how the table’s dimensionality represents data, including line items and axes 
· the members of the taxonomy-defined dimensions and what they represent
· typed versus explicit dimensions and why one or the other was chosen]
Calculations (Optional)
Calculations link concepts in additive mathematical relationships, which aid in interpretability and validation of those concepts’ values. The following calculations are used in [name of taxonomy]:
· [Discuss calculations and how they support the mathematical interpretation of facts. Separate sections for each calculation/group of calculations may be desirable if the calculations are complex]
Formulas (Optional)
Formulas link concepts in mathematical and other relationships, which aid in interpretability and validation of those concepts’ values. The following formulas are used in [name of taxonomy]:
· [Discuss any formulas and how they support the mathematical or other interpretations of facts. Separate sections for each formula/group of formulas may be desirable if the formulas are complex]
Data Types and Units
The properties of a concept define the type of data that concept represents. These data types aid in using the concepts, organizing their values, and in validating that the correct kind of data has been used in those concepts’ facts. Therefore, a taxonomy’s data types are extremely important. The following data types are used in [name of taxonomy]:
[Suggested key points to discuss:
· the common, standard XBRL data types used in the taxonomy (a table may be useful, or readers can be directed to external resources for more information on standard XBRL data types)
· any extended and/or custom data types and how they should be used]
Validation and Measuring Data Integrity
Validation rules and procedures provide methods for consumers to have a higher level of confidence in the incoming data. Preparers should be validating their reports prior to releasing them; however, consumers may wish to evaluate the integrity of the data themselves by applying the following validation rules and models: [list any validation rules/models that may aid consumers in determining if the data contained in XBRL reports is accurate. Also discuss the role of a data quality committee, should one exist for the taxonomy].
Extracting Data from an XBRL Report
Transport Format
XBRL reports created using [name of taxonomy] will be transmitted in [transport format].
[Key points to discuss:
· what transport format has been chosen and why
· a general description of the transport format and any implications it has on data collection and extraction
· any supporting systems to read XBRL reports in the transport format described
Sample transmission format descriptions:
XBRL as XML — With XBRL as XML, or eXtensible Mark-up Language, instance data is stored in XML format as dictated by the XBRL 2.1 Specifications. In the instance document, data is tagged using elements and attributes defined in the taxonomy XML schema. XBRL reports created in XML are generally not human readable. 
Inline XBRL — Inline XBRL (iXBRL) allows the instance data to be embedded in an XHTML document. This is iXBRL’s principal advantage, that machine readable data is located right within the human readable report. Schema and linkbase requirements are the same as with XML.
JSON — JSON, or JavaScript Object Notation, is a text format that provides for the expression of complex structured data. A number of programming languages will natively create and read JSON. [Extensions in the instance document require an accompanying schema (extension taxonomy) be created in XML to accompany the JSON file.]
CSV — CSV (Comma Separated Values or comma delimited) is a text format that uses commas to separate discrete values. Files must be formatted in a specific manner with companion information to connect key XBRL structural data. CSV is a good option for reporting highly structured information where only the data change from report to report. [Extensions in the instance document require an accompanying schema (extension taxonomy) be created in XML to accompany the CSV file.]
Data Software Tools and Other Supporting Systems
To use data in XBRL reports created with the [name of taxonomy], consumers need to gather those reports and extract information from them.
[Suggested key points to discuss:
· where the XBRL reports are stored, how they are organized, and how they can be accessed
· any data software tools or supporting systems to aid in data gathering/extraction
· the XBRL API and how consumers can use it to build their own databases of XBRL formatted data]
Common Use Cases
This guide will now explore some of the most common use cases involving data represented by [name of taxonomy]. This list is not exhaustive, and other use cases may build upon these.
[Suggested key points to discuss:
· the most common use cases. Authors should spend significant space on each one explaining:
· the goal of the use case 
· how the information necessary in the use case is represented by the taxonomy (through an entry point, presentation, etc.)
· how the concepts and taxonomy-defined dimensions map onto the data in the use case
Special Considerations and Extensibility (Optional)
There are some additional considerations when using data represented by [name of taxonomy].
[Suggested key points to discuss:
· any special considerations relevant to the taxonomy or the use cases described in this document
· extensibility, if the taxonomy is extensible. Extensibility can reduce comparability among XBRL reports. Authors may wish to discuss the ways in which the taxonomy is extensible and how that impacts using the data
· data normalization procedures and guidelines
· how data consumers can make use of extensible concepts/dimensions]
References and Other Resources
The following references were used in developing and documenting this taxonomy: [list any relevant supporting information, including general resources provided by XBRL US as necessary]. Taxonomy users may find these resources helpful in providing more information about XBRL, the taxonomy itself, and the industry standards that influenced the taxonomy’s design.
Readers may also consult the Taxonomy Guide and Preparer Guide for [name of taxonomy], which are available [provide methods of accessing these documents].
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